




2 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven stars 
in his right hand and walks among the seven golden 
lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and 
your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate 
wicked people, that you have tested those who claim 
to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 
3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for 
my name, and have not grown weary.

Revelation 2 1-7



4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love 
you had at first. 5 Consider how far you have fallen! 
Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not 
repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand 
from its place. 6 But you have this in your favour: You 
hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give 
the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God. Revelation 2 1-7



To love him with all your heart, with all your 
understanding and with all your strength, and to love 
your neighbour as yourself is more important than all 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.’

Mark 12:33

And he has given us this command: anyone who loves 
God must also love their brother and sister.

1 John 4:21



21 ‘I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your 
assemblies are a stench to me.
22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them.  Though you bring 
choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for 
them.
23 Away with the noise of your songs!  I will not listen 
to the music of your harps.
24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like 
a never-failing stream! Amos 5 21-24



6 With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down 
before the exalted God?  Shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with 
ten thousand rivers of oil?  Shall I offer my firstborn for 
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my 
soul?
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what 
does the LORD require of you?  To act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6 6-8



13 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do 
not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I 
am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give 
over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13 1-3



5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for 
people to humble themselves?  Is it only for bowing 
one’s head like a reed and for lying in sackcloth and 
ashes?  Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to 
the LORD?
6 ‘Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose 
the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?

Isaiah 58 5-6
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• Rooted in God’s love



5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 
the earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by 
his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve his God and Father – to him be glory 
and power for ever and ever! Amen.

Revelation 1 5-6



How do we keep love at the heart of worship?

• Rooted in God’s love

• Loving one another



23 ‘Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar 
and there remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front 
of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then 
come and offer your gift.

Matthew 5 23-24
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