COMMUNAL PRACTICES

Jehoshaphat stood and said, ‘Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have
faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and
you will be successful.” After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men
to sing to the Lord and to praise him for the splendour of his holiness as they went
out at the head of the army, saying: Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures
forever.” 2 Chronicles 20: 20-21

Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. James 4:8

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show
favouritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and
fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. If you show
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, ‘Here’s a good seat for
you,’ but say to the poor man, ‘You stand there’ or ‘Sit on the floor by my

feet,” have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil
thoughts? James 2: 2-4

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others. Philippians 2:3-4

Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about
such things. Philippians 4:5-7.

Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs
from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 5: 18-20

See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart
that turns away from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as
it is called ‘Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s

deceitfulness. Hebrews 3:12-13

But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to
distinguish good from evil. Hebrews 5:14

What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of
you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an
interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up. 1
Corinthians 14:26

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify
us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to
be a liar and his word is not in us. 1 John 1:9

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it

says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like
someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes
away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently
into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what
they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.

James 1:23-24

And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “‘Whom shall | send, and who will go
for us?’ Then | said, ‘Here | am! Send me.’ Isaiah 6:8

And since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies
washed with pure water. Hebrews 10: 21-22

Then he said to them all: “‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me’. Luke 9:23
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