


[image: image1.png]



Pray first

Whatever your age, however long you’ve been walking with God, maturity can be yours. Ask God to share his wisdom with you today. 

1 Corinthians 2:6–16

We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we declare God's wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 

1 Corinthians 2:6-16

God's Wisdom Revealed by the Spirit

 6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we declare God's wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written: 
       "What no eye has seen, 
       what no ear has heard, 
       and what no human mind has conceived- 
       these things God has prepared for those who love him" - 

    10 for God has revealed them to us by his Spirit. 

    The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who knows a person's thoughts except that person's own spirit within? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. 14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human judgments, 16 for, 
       "Who has known the mind of the Lord 
       so as to instruct him?" 
       But we have the mind of Christ. 


Holy Spirit thinking

The paradox 

Spiritual truths often don't make any sense to those who don't know Christ, whose lives are centred on their own self-interest, whose goal in life is success. There is a paradox about spiritual truth. It’s only when we give up our lives that we gain them (see Mark 8:36,37). 

The more we get to know Jesus Christ, the better we understand the character and purposes of God. As we read the Scriptures day by day, and pray and think about them, the more we see everything the way God sees it. As we wait expectantly for Jesus to return, we see things in perspective – both our joys and our pain.

God speaks to us in other ways too:
· He shows us his beauty in creation. 

· He teaches us through other people; often, but not always, Christian people. 
· We see his image in everything that is good and beautiful (see Philippians 4:8). 
· Occasionally, he speaks to us directly, as we experience a sudden conviction about something. In my experience, this is usually about something that I ought to do, or about making a change in my attitude or behaviour. 
· He can flood our hearts with unexpected joy and praise. 

Using our minds
It is a mistake to read Paul's words in this section as an argument against education and intellectualism. These things are valuable and good, if they are used right. God gave us our minds, and everything God created is good (see 1 Timothy 4:4). He expects us to use our minds and to train them. 

But the thinking of the truly wise person is moulded by the great secret. Paul himself was an intellectual, and had received a fine education, perhaps first in the university city of Tarsus where he came from, and under the teaching of Gamaliel (see Acts 22:3). 

God used his brilliant mind and his education to help him evangelise, make speeches, understand the gospel, confront error, and write letters to the churches. See Philippians 3:3–11 for Paul’s own perspective on all this.
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